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Sir: 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97, 
applicant wishes to call the attention of the Examiner to the 
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*Ikenaga et al. 
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6, 154, 809 


*Sobel et al . 


10 


-09- 


•2001 


6, 300, 935 


*Mohamed et al. 


10 


-09- 


•2001 


6, 301, 653 


*Sobel et al . 


11 


-20- 


•2001 


6, 320, 593 


*Leedy 


02 


-03- 


•2005 


2005/0023656 


*Gudesen et al. 


05 


-17- 


•2005 


6, 894, 392 



NONPATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENT 

*WOLF, S. et al., "SILICON PROCESSING FOR THE VLSI 
ERA," Process Technology, Latice Press, Sunset Beach, 
CA, Vol. 1, pp. 191-194, 1986. 

The aforementioned references are listed on the 
accompanying Form PTO/SB/08 (submitted in duplicate) . 
Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2), no copies of the 
aforementioned U.S. Patent Documents are being submitted. A 
copy of the Nonpatent Literature Document is being submitted 
herewith . 

Applicant reserves the right to establish the 
patentability of the claimed invention over any of the 
information provided herewith, and/or to prove that this 
information may not be prior art, and/or to prove that this 
information may not be enabling for the teachings purportedly 
offered. 

It is respectfully requested that these references 
be: (1) fully considered by the Patent and Trademark Office 
during the examination of this application; and (2) printed 



on any patent which may issue on this application. Applicant 
requests that a copy of Form PTO/SB/08, as considered and 
initialled by the Examiner, be returned with the next 
communication . 



asterisk (*) were cited in an Office Action mailed in co- 
pending commonly assigned U.S. Patent Application 
No. 10/741,647 on January 26, 2006. The Koehler document was 
cited in an Office Action mailed in co-pending commonly 
assigned U.S. Patent Application No. 10/385,386 on April 26, 
2006. The Salatino document was cited in an Office Action 
mailed in co-pending commonly assigned U.S. Patent 
Application No. 10/742,057 on May 18, 2006. 
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An early and favorable action is respectfully 



requested. 
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